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from Cilennesday November the 25th, 
ELL honeft Country-man, what 
News is there at London? 


W Tis never the near for us to 
k of our Stories, they will not pafs Current 
the Town, but we moft take theirs, let “em 
what they will for the Lopdoners , are the 
ators to the whole Kingdom ,; they pay one 
ird of the Taxes, and theretore ought to have 
ne greateft Concern for the Intreft of the 
ingdom, and they expect we fhould take our 
eafures from them. — ; 
Counry-as. God forbid! Suppofe my Wife 
nd my Daughter Joan fhould take their Mea- 
ures fromthe City Women, which isas rea- 
ynable as for us to take our Meafures from the 
fen, what a fine piece of work fhould we make 
fit? Blefs me how would our Fugg lock with 
high Topping, like the A¢onument and a Fur- 
puloe-Scarf, what a ruftling would fhe make 
pong the Bufhes ia fetching the Kine home to 
be Milk’'d ; had 500%, portion with my Wile, 
id 1 vow fhe goes plainer than a Coblers Wife 
t London. 1 din’d s’other Day at a Kinfmans 
Houfe, where we had more Variety.of Proyi- 
fons than: our Lord of the Mannor had: at 
biftmas, or the Parfon onan Eaffer-Sunday, 
and his Wife came in as fine as a Lady, with 
ker Gloves on her Hands, when, God knows, 
fhe had but 100 J. to her Portion, and before 
fhe went to London ferv'd my Fathers Hogs, I 
vow i don’t like their Fafhions, and then there 
are fach a parcel of wicked Sellows among ’em, 
that rail at the prefent Government, and preach 
Up Slavery and Arbitrary Power, that I hate the 
very place; if it were not for my Intercft | 
would never fee London again as long as I live, 

Obf. ’Tis Intereft chat draws fo many Peaple 
to the City, your Village would foon grow as 
bulky asthat City, if as much Money were to 
be gotten here as there. People may fancy 
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what they pleaie of Orpheus, the Poets tel) us, 


that by the Harmony of various forts of Inftru- 


ments he made Stones, Bricks,Mortar and Tim- 


ber dance themfelves into regular Buildings of 


Towns and Citics, but doubtlefs ’twas the. 
chinking of Money that made’ Men dance to its 


Harmony, and occafioned fuch vaft Communi- 


ties of Men in one place. Icould run far into 


the Difcourfe of the Natureand Advantage of 
Trade,a thing too much neglected in England , 
but I'll tell you, dhould a Country Gentleman 
of 500 1. per Ann. upon the bare Income of his 
 Eftate live at the rate of fome Citizens, who 
began in the World with bare sool. Stock, he 
Would foon run his Purfe out of Wind. 
4 great Queftion whether the City of London 
be not teo.big a Metropolis for our I lands, the 


Inhabitants know no Bounds of their Buildings,. 


and the Suburbian Edifices,are far more nume- 
rous than thofe within the Freedom ; which I 
“Moe -conclude-is-agreat Detriment in Trade 





ic is. 





to the Free Burghers. Sir Wiliam Petty in his 
Political Arithmetick, proves that the City of 
London is more popplous fhan the three Cities 
of Amfierdam, Paris, and Conjtantinople, which 
he Demonftrates from the Annual Bills of Mor- 
tality ofali thofe Cities. However it may juft- 
ly be {aid of the City of London, as it is the lar- 
&eft, mott pepulaus, and rich, fo itis the beft 
Governed of any City inthe Univerfe. I conld 
give many Inftaaces hereof were it neceflary < 
But, honeft Friend, 1 would not have you take 
up an ill Opinion of that Glorious City, upon 


the Account of fome ill Men, that thelter rhem- 


{elves in its Freedom, no more than you’ll de- 
fpife your Corn, becaufe of the Weeds that 
{tart up among it. The great Des Cartes took 
his Notion of new Philofophy from the Coun- 
try Fellows Basket of Pears, when he faw him 
take che rotten ones, and fling them away from 
the found ; fe did he by the old rotten Notions 
of Philofophy, and fo may you do by the rot- 
ten Members of that City; if you.don’t touch 
Pitch, *cwill never Defile you. But prithee 
what do the found Member talk of ? 

Country-w, A Gentleman told me, That the 
Mafters of St. Thentas’s Hofpital were prepa- 
ring Beds for 6 or 700 Sick and Wounded 
Landmen and Marriners, that were returned 
from the Defcent ; at which one in the Compa- 
ny much wondered, confidering Her Mojefty 
had an Hofpital for that purpofe at Greenwich, 
which he faid was fettled by A& of Parliament 


many years ago, and hitherto had been of no 


Service, 

Obf. Ikisdown-right Charity in the Govern- 
ours of St. Thomas’s Hofpital to take care of 
thofe poor Creatures, for no Law can oblige 
them to {ucha performance, The Royal Hof- 
pital at Greenwich was founded for the Sole Ufe 
and Benefit of Sick and Wounded Seamen; and 
what that Gentleman faid is very true, for hi- 
therto, it has been no Advantage to them and 
all the Sailors in England have pay’d vaft Sums 
of Money towards its Building ,having fix Pence 
per Menfum, ftopt out of their pay for this pur- 
pofe: Where to fix this Mifmanagement, I can- 
‘not tell, vnlefsit be in the very Conftitution 5 
for the A@ of Parliament Eftablifhing that 
Hofpital, Empowers about 400 Perfons, therein 
in mention’d, to have the Management of the 
fame; and herein | chink the old Englifh Pro- 
verb is fufficiently made Good, That What ts 
every bodies Bufinefs, ts no bodies Bufinefs. The 
Gentlemen mentioned as Commiffioners in that 
AG, are to ferve without Sallary. The Devil 


put the Queftion, Whether Job ferv’d God for 
nought ? But common Experience tells us how 
few have ferved their Country without Ex- 
peftation of a Reward; This in my humble 
Opinion is the caufe of the Delay of the Buil- 





cing of Greenpich Hospital, and in ail see 
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lity had there been fome knowing Honeft Men 
empower’d as Commiflioners for the Manage~ 
ment of chat Affair at certain Sailaries, that 
Holpical had ere this time anfwered the ends 
of its Eftablifhmeat. 

I conceive the Reafon which enduced the 
Parliament. that. paffed the A& for turning 
Greenvich Houfe into a Royal Hofpical, to no- 
miicaic {> many Gentlemen Commiffioners: in 
that Act, was thereby to-encourage-them to 
b:ftow tucir Gil. s and Bounty on the faid Hof- 
pital, but this saving fail?d of Succefs,methinks 
ic fheuid excite to other Methods;. and 1 muft 
tell you, Thar Men are not apt to give their 
Charity where rhere is fo little hopes of Effect 
for notwithftanding the Foundation. of that 
Hofpital has beea tiid fo many Years fince, and 
the Sums of Money have been. paid towards its 
Building, yer bitherto has it been no Advan- 
tage to any bur the Offiters employ’d in that 
Affair, aad thefe Officers have nog ‘the leaft 
pretence to Employments in fuch a Charity, as 
never having been empltoy’d in Sea Service, or 
the Navy. The Government of Chelfea Col- 
ledge admits of no Sailors, either Officers or 
Penfioners, into that Hofpital; and why 
Landmen fhould be Officers in-an Hofpital for 
-Seamen, is a Quéftion to be anfwered by fuch 
as have gor Comaiiffions at Sea, before he knew 
the Stem from the Stern of a Ship. But 1 hope 
in this Reign we fhall once again fee the Navy 
of Enzland in its Priftine Glory: No reafon 
€in he given whv in former Reigns the Mari- 
time itvength of England fhould be fo fenfibly, 
decay’d, uniefs it be the Supine Negligence of 
our Miags, and a Fatal Lethargy which had Sel- 
zed the then Parliaments. The Ships of War 
are the Bolts snd Lacks on the Doors of our I- 
flind; and certainly none but Men grown fenfe- 
lefs and mad wonld leave. the Door upon'the 
Latch, whea they knew their Yards, and the 
Avenues to their Houfes, were fill’d with 
Thieves, — os eae 

This Affair of Greenwich Hofpital has been 
the Sabj:& of the Refents of all good Engli/h- 
gnen for many Years laft paft: but what dos 
all chis fignify if our Parliaments will. not.make 
an Inquilition; a little Retrofpeion would 
now do very well; we have Nved in Times 
when Publick Funds have been managed to Pri- 
wate Jnteref#s, and our poor Sailors have been 
pois’ned with Bread made of Peafe, and other 
undue Mixtures: have we not loft Sailors fuf- 
ficient to Man a Navy, andt hat.in lef than 15 
Years Time, and this done by the Negligence 
and 4zavice. of the managers, who rais’d their 
Fortunes out of the poor Sailors Bellies? Thofe 
Duys we hope are over, and this prefent Par- 
liamenc will Re- Eftablifhthe Occonomy and. Dif- 
eipline of the Wavy, and make it once more the 
Peg) RR eo genie ia tenipietitar ea 

’Tis crue in the tate Reiga’ the Affairs of 
Greenwich Hafpital was. ofteh “ander the Con- 
fideration of Parliament, bat thé’ Tide of Pri- 
ate Tatereff ac that time fwell’d fo high-in the 
Honfe of Commons, thatiit often overfidw’d 
the Banks Of publick Juftice, and did drown all 


- Compiaints of Mifmanagemetit. The laft Sef- 


fisn of Parliament the Affair of this Hofpital 
Was in the likelieft way of being fettled ona 


_ ture Foundation ; but as if the ill Genius of the 


Sea had feated it felf on the Roof of that Edi- 
fice, produced no happy Effect; for tho” the 


| municate itto our Members. 
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Hovfe appointed a Committee to erquire jg, 
the State of the faid Hofpital, and co poy, 
them to receive Propofals for a Fund, many, 
which were delivered’ iito that Commi 
yet their Refolutions were never rcporicg, 
the Houle, which tofe and leit Grecrwich py 
pital in the fame Condition they found it, ay 
thus have the poor Sailors of Frgland, in x 
Cafe, been for many years negk Ged. 

Country-m, Wii aflure you, Sir, this is adi 
mal Story. Ii] remember what I can of wt 
you have faid on this Subj-&, and will ¢ 
Poor Creatys, 
to pay Money and have rothing for ir, ’tis » 
ty. herd. Bot this Gentleman was as m 
complaining of their pay. He faid fome ofy 
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| this true? 


_ Were they not profecuted for Extortion? 


poor Sailors did not receive half their pay, | 


























Obf. Indeed, Sir, they have often receiy 
little more than half their Money; for wh 
they have had Vickets made out for Wags 
and there having been no Money in the Tre 
furer of the Navys hands to pay them, th 
have been forced to fell their Tickets etany 
der rate to provide themfelves with Neceffari 
for another Voyage. 1 have known thefe Tj 
kets fold.at 12s. and 6. in the Pound, foth 
by the time the poor Sailor had gor af 
Cloaths to his Back, and had given a little 
ney to his Wife and Family, he has gone to§ 
Without a Groat-in bis Pocket. 

Country-m. What a fine parcek of Rogy 
were thofe that Bought thefe Tickets? W 


Obf.Prithee who fiould profecute them? 
poor Sailors went to Sea, and their poor Wir 
and Families could not fubfift at home with 
being’ Burdenfome to the Parifh. Did you 
ver Kitow great Menin power take the part 
the Peor and Needy ? 1 remember Mr. D 
laid this with other of the Sailors Grievant 
before the Houfe of Commons, but how ai 
he off ? He was committed to the Cuftod 
the Sergeant at Arms attending the Houfe,a 
there was an End of the Bufinefs, 
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